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Figure 1.1: The New Alresford neighbourhood area 
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1. Introduction 

Background 

1.1 AECOM has been commissioned to undertake an independent Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) in support of the emerging New Alresford 
Neighbourhood Plan (hereafter referred to as the “NANP”).  The neighbourhood 
area is shown in Figure 1.1. 

1.2 SEA is a mechanism for considering and communicating the potential impacts 
of an emerging plan, and the potential alternatives in terms of key 
environmental issues.  The aim of SEA is to inform the plan-making process 
with a view to avoiding and mitigating potential negative impacts and 
maximising the potential for positive effects.  Through this approach, the SEA 
for the NANP seeks to maximise the emerging plan’s contribution to 
sustainable development. 

Purpose of this Interim Environmental Report 
1.3 This Interim Environmental Report is the latest document to be produced as 

part of the SEA process.  The first document was the SEA Scoping Report 
(March 2023), which included information about the neighbourhood area’s 
environment and community and set out the proposed approach to the SEA 
process1.  The Scoping Report was released for consultation with the statutory 
consultees for SEA (the Environment Agency, Historic England, and Natural 
England), as well as Winchester City Council, for a period of five weeks 
between April and May 2023. 

1.4 The purpose of this Interim Environmental Report is to: 

• Provide an outline of the options that have been developed as ‘reasonable 
alternatives’ for the purposes of the SEA. 

• Appraise the relative sustainability merits and the likely significant 
environment effects of the options. 

• Provide a sustainability context for different approaches that can be taken 
for the NANP; and  

• Inform the development of the preferred approach for the NANP. 

Local Plan context for the NANP 
1.5 The Winchester District Local Plan (2010-2030) was adopted in March 2013, 

and sets out the main planning approach and policies for the District to meet 
the identified economic, environmental, and social needs within the plan period.  

1.6 Winchester City Council have commenced with a review of the adopted Local 
Plan.  The emerging Winchester District Local Plan will shape development 
across the District (outside of the South Downs National Park boundaries) up to 
2040, setting out the development strategy and policy framework for the area 

 
1 Reponses received on the SEA Scoping Report, and how they have been addressed, shall be presented in the full SEA 
Environmental Report (alongside the assessment findings within this Interim Environmental Report), and will accompany the 
Neighbourhood Plan at Regulation 14 consultation. 
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and allocating land for housing and employment land to meet emerging needs.  
Regulation 18 consultation on the emerging plan closed in December 2022, 
with the responses received informing the preparation of the full draft plan.  

1.7 Neighbourhood plans will form part of the development plan for Winchester City 
Council, alongside, but not as a replacement for, the Winchester District Local 
Plan.  Neighbourhood plans are required to be in general conformity with the 
Winchester District Local Plan and can develop policies and proposals to 
address local place-based issues.  In this way it is intended for the Winchester 
District Local Plan to provide a clear overall strategic direction for development 
in Winchester District, whilst enabling finer detail to be determined through the 
neighbourhood planning process where appropriate.   
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2. Consideration of reasonable 
alternatives through the SEA 

Introduction 

2.1 The ‘narrative’ of plan-making / SEA up to this point it told within this part of the 
Interim Environmental Report.  Specifically, how the SEA process to date has 
informed the consideration of different approached for key elements of the 
emerging NANP.  The following information is included in accordance with the 
SEA Regulations: 

• An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with; and  

• The likely significant effects on the environment associated with 
alternatives / an outline of the reasons for selecting the preferred approach 
in light of alternatives appraised. 

2.2 As discussed within Chapter 4 Next steps, the findings of this Interim 
Environmental Report will be reviewed by New Alresford Town Council and the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group alongside the evidence base documents 
which have been prepared to support the development of the emerging NANP 
to date. 

2.3 The preferred approach for the emerging NANP will be developed and the draft 
version of the emerging NANP updated and finalised, ready for assessment. 

Defining reasonable alternatives 
2.4 Whilst work on the emerging NANP has been underway for some time, the aim 

here is not to provide a comprehensive explanation of work to date, but rather 
to explain work undertaken to develop and appraise reasonable alternatives. 

2.5 In the context of the above, this chapter of the Interim Environmental Report 
presents information on reasonable alternative approaches to addressing key 
issues that are of central importance to the emerging NANP.  Specifically, the 
potential location of new housing within the neighbourhood area.  

Top-down considerations (e.g., strategic factors) 

2.6 Under policy MTRA2: Market Towns and Larger Villages in the adopted Local 
Plan, New Alresford is identified as a district centre.  The adopted Local Plan 
identifies a requirement of 500 additional homes over the plan in the 
neighbourhood area, up to 2031.   

2.7 The Local Plan allocates two strategic sites within the neighbourhood area – 
Sun Lane, and The Dean.  Sun Lane is a mixed-use allocation, for 325 
dwellings, five hectares of employment land, and 15 hectares of informal and 
recreational open space, and a burial ground.  The Dean is allocated for 75 
dwellings.  The residual target of 100 homes is anticipated to be met via 
allocations within the NANP, and the Neighbourhood Group are looking to 
positively plan for growth to deliver sustainable and high-quality development.  
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2.8 Both of the strategic sites have been carried forward within the emerging Local 
Plan, with the total number of homes allocated at The Dean increased to 130 
dwellings.  The emerging Local Plan indicates that the residual target of 100 
homes to be allocated through the NANP has also been carried forward 
(irrespective of the increase of homes at The Dean).  Additionally, Winchester 
City Council forecast that 90 homes that will be delivered via windfall 
permissions within New Alresford during the plan period.  

Bottom-up considerations (e.g., site availability) 

2.9 New Alresford Town Council were keen to consider where new housing could 
be delivered within the neighbourhood area.  To address this, the Town Council 
undertook a local ‘call for sites’ process (CFS) in 2022 which invited 
landowners to submit sites for a potential Neighbourhood Plan allocation.  
Additionally, the Town Council reviewed Winchester City Council’s latest 
Strategic Housing and Employment Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA), 
which was undertaken in 2021.  A total of nine sites were identified via the CFS 
process and review of the SHELAA.   

2.10 New Alresford Town Council commissioned AECOM to produce a Site Options 
Assessment (SOA) for the available sites in the neighbourhood area.  The SOA 
concluded that all sites were potentially suitable for a housing allocation, but 
with some sensitive constraints to development which would need to be 
appropriately addressed through the design of new development areas.   

2.11 It is recognised that none of the sites are large enough to deliver all of the 
residual housing needs.  Therefore, it is anticipated that the residual housing 
needs would need to be met via a combination of allocations.  

Options for the focus of growth in the neighbourhood area 

2.12 One of the sites (Site NA04) received planning permission in December 2022.  
To support the consideration of the suitability of the remaining eight site options 
for a potential neighbourhood plan allocation, the SEA process has appraised 
the key constraints and opportunities present at each location.  The eight site 
options are as follows: 

• NA01: Thody’s, New Farm Road, New Alresford. 

• NA02: Land at Perin’s School, Pound Hill. 

• NA05: Netherbourne, New Farm Road. 

• NA06: Land adjacent Alrebury Park. 

• NA07: Land off Drove Lane. 

• NA08: Land on the east side of Bridge Road. 

• NA09: The Spinney Caravan Site, Alrebury Park, New Alresford; and 

• NA10: 1-3 The Dean, Alresford. 

2.13 The site options are shown in Figure 2.1 on page 6 within this report.  

2.14 Utilising the SEA Framework of objectives and assessment questions 
developed during the earlier scoping stage of the SEA, the appraisal has been 
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presented via the seven SEA themes which have been scoped into the 
assessment, as follows: 

• Biodiversity and Geodiversity. 

• Climate Change. 

• Community Wellbeing. 

• Historic Environment. 

• Land, Soil, and Water Resources. 

• Landscape and Townscape; and 

• Transportation.  

2.15 The appraisal considers the relative sustainability merits of the eight site 
options.  Findings are presented as a commentary on effects.  To support the 
appraisal findings, the site options have been ranked in terms of their 
sustainability performance against the relevant SEA theme.  It is anticipated 
that this will provide the reader with a likely indication of the relative 
performance of the eight options in relation to each theme considered. 
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Figure 2.1: Location of the eight site options taken forward through the SEA 
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4. Next steps 

4.1 The findings of this Interim Environmental Report will be reviewed by New 
Alresford Town Council and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group alongside 
the evidence base documents which have been prepared to support the 
development of the emerging NANP to date.  

4.2 Engagement with land owners, site promoters and the local community will take 
place during Summer 2024.  The preferred approach for the emerging NANP 
will then be developed and the draft version of the emerging NANP updated 
and finalised, ready for assessment. 

4.3 This Interim Environmental Report will subsequently be updated to include the 
full SEA findings, specifically: 

• The reasonable alternatives assessment of the eight site options (as 
presented in this report).   

• Additional reasonable alternatives assessments (if required) focusing on 
spatial strategy options for delivering housing growth via combinations of 
site options; and 

• The appraisal of the draft NANP and the likely significant effects that would 
result from the plan implementation.  This will consider the extent to which 
the emerging NANP policies and proposals address any constraints to the 
preferred approach (i.e., the proposed site allocations), including with 
respect to mitigation and enhancement measures. 

4.4 A full version of the SEA Environmental Report (i.e., the key output of the SEA 
process) will be prepared and published alongside the emerging NANP at 
Regulation 14 consultation.   

 
 
  






